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Workshop 1: September 9 
Deep Reading Strategies 

 
In this opening workshop, students will experience 

authentic activities related to refugee crises around 
the world. Following these opportunities for 

developing empathy, each student will receive a 
copy of A Long Walk to Water as the core text for 

this series of four workshops.  
 
 

Finally, activities and lessons will shift focus to 
deep reading strategies related to previewing and 

engaging with elements of realistic fiction in 
preparing for meaningful book club 

discussions and activities.
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Workshop 2: September 23 
Collaboration and Communication 

 
This workshop will focus primarily on the key 21st 

century learning skills of communication, collaboration, 
and flexible thinking. Embedded in the workshop will 

be elements of three creative activities and 
frameworks for deeper understanding:  

 
1. Thinking Like a Historian 

2. Socratic Seminar 
3. Screenwriting Workshop 

 
 

Each of the three activities will allow students to work 
together to develop deeper skills in reading, writing, 

listening, speaking, and global competence.  

Workshop 3:  October 14  
Accessing and Analyzing Information 

 
Following the book club and active learning experiences 

directly related to A Long Walk to Water, students will begin 
to research and examine the work of Salva Dut and Water 

for South Sudan.  
 

Deep non-fiction reading, poignant research, and 
developing interview strategies will be the main focus in a 
number of  learning activities preparing for Salva's visit the 

following week. 
 

Engagement with the UN Sustainability Goals, most 
specifically SDG 6, will also be a main focus of the workshop, 

exposing students to vocabulary and alignment with the 
United Nations on problem solving for community needs and 

global issues.

Workshop 4: October 21 
Active Listening and Interviewing 

for Positive Change 
 

The power of active listening is a crucial skill for 
building empathy and being a great leader in the 
21st century. Students will experience activities to 

deepen listening and questioning skills in 
preparation for a live interview. 

 
Salva Dut will attend this special session to allow 
students the opportunity to set up a media studio 
and inquire about his life, experiences, work, and 
visions for a more caring and sustainable world. 

 
The session will end with a celebration of learning 

and time to reflect on this series of powerful 
workshops in the context of life-long learning.     

 

 
This first series of workshops facilitated by Inspire Citizens 
and Teens of China centers on developing skills in active 

and collaborative literacy, research, interviewing, and 
global competence for Grade 6-10 students. 

 
Through a book club study of the award winning A Long 
Walk to Water, students will actively learn around global 

themes found in this powerful, short novel. In the final 
workshop, students will have the incredible opportunity to 
meet and talk extensively with Salva Dut, the protagonist 

of the book and founder of Water for South Sudan.  
 

Workshops will take place on the following 
Sundays from 1:30pm to 4:30pm   

 
 

Salva Dut: A Long Walk to Water

The Bookworm in Chaoyang, Beijing


